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the demonstration project, for his special and valuable assistance
in conducting the inquiry, without which the demonstration
could not have been carried out/'

But for myself the demonstration had possessed objectives far
beyond that of physical health itself. The largest community in
Britain is that composed of the mining industry. Its representa-
tives in the House of Commons are a larger group than that of
any other industry. What the miner thinks and believes, what
are his fears, anxieties, hallucinations, and not least, ideals, must
make their impress for better or worse upon the community con-
struction of the country. What the younger mining generation
has been taught to think and believe is, therefore, of paramount
importance. In order that my campaign could be effective, there-
fore, I must discover in how far my own ideas would find them-
selves in accord with those of the mining community detached
from the prejudices and preconceived notions of their own home
life. I permitted the colliery management and officials to choose
for me eight lads employed in the pit to accompany me on a
second Swiss adventure.

As the result of having been closely associated with groups of
young miners, wholly segregated from the environment of their
birth and work, I have enjoyed the privilege, perhaps unique, in
being enabled to probe to the very bottom of the minds and hearts
of an average group representative of the rising mining community.

While the mine owner is endeavouring to reduce costs, the
miner is concerned to increase them ; they are his livelihood.
His necessities compel him to demand a wage standard that covers
all his meagre needs, however little coal may be wanted. We
may dispense with the use of coal if we like, but we may not just
as casually dispense with three generations of hereditary work-
people, not if the miner can help it. The miner tries to make the
work share out. He sets a limit to the amount of coal he will
raise in a day, and the hours he will work. He demands the
maximum power of purchasing other commodities that he can
extort. He is a continual thorn in the flesh to the owner, crushed
from both sides in his competition for markets abroad. The
German miner is exhorted to work ten hours a day that the
English miner may not work at all; and in reply the English
miner is exhorted to work an extra hour a day for less pay that
the German miner may not work at all. This paradox exists
throughout industry.